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Portage Borough Council Chambers 
721 Main Street, Portage, PA 

6:20 pm 
 

September 21, 2026 
Fence Variance Public Hearing 

 
*This public hearing will be live-streamed through Microsoft Teams. 

* This public hearing will be recorded. 

FENCE VARIANCE PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Erik Castel - 1006 Webster Avenue 
Request: Two-Foot Setback and Six-Foot Fence Around the Property 

Purpose of Hearing: To receive public comment and consider the fence variance request submitted by 
Erik Castel for the property located at 1006 Webster Avenue. The request seeks approval for a two-foot 
setback and a six-foot fence around the property. 

 

a) Applicant Presentation / Council Questions 
 

b) Public Comment 
 

A period of not more than five (5) minutes will be allowed per speaker. 
 

c) Motion to approve/deny/table the fence variance request submitted by Erik Castel for 1006 
Webster Avenue.  
 

Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 
 

d) Seek a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing 
 

Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 
 
 
Adjourned Fence Hearing at __________ PM 
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PART 3 
MISCELLANEOUS REGULATIONS 
§ 301.   FENCE CONSTRUCTION. 

A.   Permit required. No person, corporation, partnership, company or other entity shall construct, install, add to 
or alter a fence in the Borough, unless a permit is secured therefor. 

B.   Height limitations. No fence shall be constructed which exceeds any of the following height limitations: 
   1.   Forty-eight inches in any front yard or street yard (side yard abutting a street); 
   2.   Seventy-two inches in any rear yard or non-street side yard. 
C.   Barbed wire and other unsafe fencing prohibited. Barbed wire and all other fencing that is designed to cut or 
injure is prohibited. 
D.   Construction standards. Fences must be of good quality and must be firmly and sturdily footed in the ground. 
Portable fences, including but not limited to snow fences, shall not be used as a permanent fence. A fence is 
considered "permanent" if it remains situated on a property for a period in excess of 30 days. This provision does 
not apply to construction fences which are erected upon properties that have validly permitted construction 
activities ongoing. 
E.   Treatment of metal fences. Any fence erected which is made of a metal fabric or which is partially made of 
any metal fabric shall be galvanized or otherwise treated to prevent the formation of rust and the metal used in the 
fabric shall be at least 11 gauge or heavier, unless it is subject to other, more stringent regulations regarding 
fencing. 
F.   Maintenance and sturdiness. 
   1.   Fences shall be maintained in a sturdy and good condition. Fences which become loose, rusted or rotted, 
whether in whole or in part, shall be repaired, replaced or removed. 
   2.   Any fence that cannot support 150 pounds without bending, breaking, leaning or moving shall be deemed 
unsturdy. 
   3.   Any fence which exists in violation of this section shall be deemed to be a public nuisance and abateable as 
such. 
G.   Proximity to lot and curb lines. Fences shall be set back a minimum of 2 feet from all property lines, curb 
lines or other public rights-of-way. 
H.   Variances. 
   1.   Any property owner or tenant desiring to erect or maintain a fence which does not conform to the provisions 
of this section may make written application for a variance to the Borough Council. 
   2.   Upon receipt of a variance request, the Borough Manager shall investigate the circumstances of the variance 
request and make a written recommendation to Council. 
   3.   Council shall conduct a noticed public hearing within 60 days of the written variance request and vote on 
whether or not to grant the request. 
I.   Fences in existence at the time of enactment of this section. 
   1.   Subsections A through E of this section shall not apply to fences which have been completely erected at the 
time of enactment. 
   2.   The provisions of this section shall apply to any fences which replace a non- conforming fence. 
   3.   Subsection F of this section shall apply to all fences within the Borough regardless of when constructed. 
J.   Penalties. Whoever violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this section shall be fined not less 
than $100 nor more than $1,000 for each offense. A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day that the 
violation continues. 
(Ord. 6-2021, 9/7/2021) 
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PORTAGE BOROUGH COUNCIL AGENDA 

Portage Borough Council Chambers 
721 Main Street, Portage, PA 

6:30 pm 

September 21, 2026 
Regular Meeting 

Please make sure to silence your cell phones during the meeting 
*This meeting will be live-streamed through Microsoft Teams. 

* This meeting will be recorded. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
a) Roll call 
b) Pledge of Allegiance 
c) Moment of Silence 

 

2. REPORTS 
 
a)  Borough Manager – Absent  
b) Solicitor 
c) Chief of Police 
d) Fire Department 
e) Emergency Management 
f) Engineer - See Attached 
g) Public Works Director 
 

** With the Borough Manager’s absence, this meeting is intended to be short and only deal with 
immediate needs, pushing other items to the October meeting.  
 

* Due to the interactive nature of our new Borough reports, we will no longer be doing written 
reports (except for the Engineer). The information that has historically been in the reports is being 
discussed directly during the meeting and reflected in the minutes. Directors/Department 
Heads/Consultants may give any additional input during the reports section of the meeting. If a 
Department Head/Director does not speak during reports, it can be assumed that the Borough 
Manager will cover those topics. 
 

3. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
a) None 
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4. CITIZENS' INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 

A period of not more than five (5) minutes will be allowed per visitor. 
 
6. TREASURER’S REPORT AND BILLS TO BE PAID 
 

Treasurer's Report – 9/9/26 – 9/21/2026: 
 
Tax Collector-Real Estate $ 3,187.86 
Delinquent Real Estate $  
Special Tax Collector-EIT/LST $ 19,309.25 
Meter Collection $  
Permits/Licenses/Cable $  
Fines, Forfeitures $ 322.78 
Intergovernmental/Misc. $ 120.84 
Charge for Services $  
 Sanitation $39,467.85 

 
 Total Revenue:                $ 62,402.28 

 
 

a) A Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
 

Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 
 
b) A Motion to approve the list of bills to be paid as presented in the amount of $14,212.17. (A 

list of bills to be paid will be distributed prior to the meeting.) 
 

Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 
 

7. MOTIONS: None 
 
8. DISCUSSION ITEMS: None 
 
9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 
 
10. BUILDINGS, FACILITIES, AND ROADS: None 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS: None 
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12. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

Motion to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Section 708(a)(1) of the 
 Pennsylvania Sunshine Act to discuss personnel matters involving the  
employment, terms and conditions of employment, performance, and/or other matters  
concerning specific Borough employees, and pursuant to Section 708(a)(4) to consult with the 
Borough Solicitor regarding confidential legal information and strategy in connection with pending 
or potential litigation and matters for which identifiable complaints may reasonably be expected to 
be filed. 
 
a) Motion to enter/exit Executive Session 
 
Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 
 
Time Entered Executive Session: __________ PM 
  
Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 

 
b) Motion to Adjourn Executive Session.  
 
Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 
 
Time Exited Executive Session: __________ PM 
 
c) Motion to enter back into the regularly scheduled council meeting.  
 
Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 
 
Time Entered Council Meeting: __________ PM 
 

13. CITIZENS INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

A period of not more than five (5) minutes will be allowed per visitor. 
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14. GOOD OF THE BOROUGH 
 

a) Reminder: Special Budget Workshop Meetings are scheduled for October 7, October 12, and 
October 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Portage Borough Building. 

 
b) Budget & Code Enforcement Advisory Committees – see packet for Advertisement – 

Submissions of interest are Due October 1st by 5 pm. Appointments considered for the October 
5th, 2026 meeting.  
 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved___________    Seconded_____________    Aff ___    Nay___    Abs___ 
 
Adjourned at __________ PM 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Dr. Makayla (MK) Zonfrilli-Lang 
Borough Manager 
Portage Borough 
 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device 

Click here to join the meeting 

Meeting ID: 934 974 832 645 4  

Passcode: Th93Td  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

Learn More | Meeting options 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://portageboro.com/
https://teams.live.com/meet/9349748326454?p=WCOJQkW4tCeSYnGfYk
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsFreeMeeting
https://teams.live.com/meetingOptions/meetings/9349748326454/view?localeCode=en-US
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BOROUGH OF PORTAGE 
NOTICE OF INTEREST – ADVISORY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 
Portage Borough Council is accepting letters of interest and resumes from Portage Borough 
residents interested in serving on the newly established Portage Borough Code Enforcement 
Advisory Committee and/or the Portage Borough Budget Advisory Committee. 
 
Each committee will include two resident members appointed by Borough Council, in addition to 
one member of Borough Council. Resident members will serve staggered terms, with one initial resident 
appointment serving a one-year term and the second serving a two-year term.  
 
The Code Enforcement Advisory Committee will serve in an advisory capacity to Borough Council 
and will assist in identifying community-wide property maintenance and quality-of-life concerns; 
reviewing Borough ordinances and general code-enforcement trends; and making recommendations 
concerning education, beautification, blight prevention, communication, enforcement priorities, and 
other community-wide code matters. The Committee will not investigate or determine individual code 
violations and will have no enforcement authority.  
 
The Budget Advisory Committee will serve in an advisory capacity to Borough Council and the 
Borough Manager and may review and make recommendations regarding the annual operating budget, 
revenues and expenditures, capital planning, fund balance and reserves, grants, cost-saving 
opportunities, and long-term financial sustainability. Residents with an interest or background in 
finance, accounting, business, public administration, nonprofit management, economic 
development, municipal government, or community service are encouraged to apply; however, 
professional financial experience is not required.  
 
Interested residents should submit a letter of interest and resume identifying the committee for which 
they wish to be considered. Residents may indicate an interest in serving on either or both committees. 
Materials must be received no later than: 
 
Thursday, October 1, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. 
Please submit materials electronically to: 
Dr. MK Zonfrilli-Lang 
Borough Manager 
mklang@portageboropa.gov 
 
Letters of interest and resumes received by the deadline will be provided to Borough Council for review 
and consideration at the October 5, 2026 Regular Meeting of Portage Borough Council. 
Because submitted materials will be provided to Borough Council and may be included in the public 
agenda packet, applicants should not include sensitive personal information, including Social Security 
numbers, driver’s license numbers, personal financial information, or other confidential identifying 
information. 
 
Portage Borough Council reserves the authority to make all appointments in accordance with 
Resolution Nos. 15-2026 and 16-2026. 
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Initial Establishment and Meeting Schedule 
 
These appointments represent the initial establishment of the Portage Borough Code Enforcement 
Advisory Committee and the Portage Borough Budget Advisory Committee. Because these are 
newly created advisory bodies, the first appointments will include an organizational and implementation 
period during which the appointed resident members, together with the designated Council Liaison, will 
work with Borough administration to establish appropriate meeting dates, times, procedures, and 
priorities for each committee. 
 
The initial proposed meeting schedule will be presented to the public during the Borough’s Special 
Budget Workshop Meeting on Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. This will provide the 
newly appointed members an opportunity to begin organizing immediately while ensuring that future 
committee meetings are scheduled and communicated publicly in accordance with applicable 
requirements. 
 
Portage Borough recognizes that the timeline for establishing these committees is condensed, 
particularly as the Borough enters the 2027 budget-development process. However, the work completed 
during this initial organizational period will establish the structure, procedures, and expectations 
necessary for both advisory committees to operate on a full-scale basis beginning in 2027. 
The Budget Advisory Committee will have an immediate opportunity to become familiar with the 
Borough’s budget process, financial priorities, revenues, expenditures, capital planning, and related 
fiscal matters during the upcoming budget workshops. The Code Enforcement Advisory Committee will 
similarly use the remainder of 2026 to establish its organizational framework and begin identifying 
community-wide priorities, ordinance-review needs, communication strategies, and other matters within 
its advisory role. Both committees are intended to strengthen resident participation and provide 
organized recommendations to Borough Council as the Borough moves into the new year. 
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 Portage Borough
 Deposit Detail

 September 9 - 21, 2026

Type Date Name Account Amount

Deposit 09/09/2026 Sweep Account/GF Checking 588.16

Berkheimer's EIT Current -597.12
Berkheimer's EIT Commission & Fees 8.96

TOTAL -588.16

Deposit 09/14/2026 Sweep Account/GF Checking 6,770.03

Berkheimer's EIT Current -6,873.13
Berkheimer's EIT Commission & Fees 103.10

TOTAL -6,770.03

Deposit 09/15/2026 Sweep Account/GF Checking 8,469.52

Berkheimer's EIT Current -8,598.50
Berkheimer's EIT Commission & Fees 128.98

TOTAL -8,469.52

Deposit 09/16/2026 Sweep Account/GF Checking 3,475.24

Berkheimer's EIT Current -3,528.16
Berkheimer's EIT Commission & Fees 52.92

TOTAL -3,475.24

Deposit 09/18/2026  Sweep Account/GF Checking 43,099.33

 Page 1 of 2



 Portage Borough
 Deposit Detail

 September 9 - 21, 2026

Type Date Name Account Amount

Clerk of Courts County Fines -134.60

AFLAC Misc Revenue -120.84
Tax Collector Current Real Estate Taxes -3,187.86
District Court 47-3-03 Magistrate Fines -188.18
Portage Water Authority Solid Waste Collection & Dispos -39,467.85

TOTAL -43,099.33

TOTAL -62,402.28
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 PORTAGE BOROUGH
BILLS TO BE PAID

SEPTEMBER 9 - 21, 2026

Num Date Name Paid Amount
 

ACH 09/10/2026 Portage Area Sewer Authority
TOTAL -55.00

 
ACH 09/10/2026 Portage Area Sewer Authority

TOTAL -55.00
 

ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec 100010783858
TOTAL -588.64

 
ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec 100050366390

TOTAL -175.57
 

ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec 100083809721
TOTAL -77.75

 
28971 09/18/2026 1st Summit Bank 9078271

TOTAL -1,093.38
 

28972 09/18/2026 1st Summit Bank 9078558
TOTAL -1,370.41

 
28973 09/18/2026 Aerial Communications

TOTAL -742.75
 

28974 09/18/2026 LB Water Service, Inc.
TOTAL -1,813.00

 

GENERAL FUND  Page 1 of 3



 PORTAGE BOROUGH
BILLS TO BE PAID

SEPTEMBER 9 - 21, 2026

Num Date Name Paid Amount

28975 09/18/2026 Mainline Newspapers
TOTAL -152.50

 
28976 09/18/2026 Mainline Newspapers

TOTAL -41.50
 

28977 09/18/2026 Martin Oil Company
TOTAL -149.41

 
28978 09/18/2026 PA Municipal, Inc.

TOTAL -251.49
 

28979 09/18/2026 PA Municipal, Inc.
TOTAL -92.51

 
28980 09/18/2026 PA One Call System, Inc.

TOTAL -45.60
 

28981 09/18/2026 Portage Auto Parts
TOTAL -203.90

 
28982 09/18/2026 Quill Corporation

TOTAL -381.31
 

28983 09/18/2026 Stagers Distributing Company
TOTAL -17.98
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 PORTAGE BOROUGH
BILLS TO BE PAID

SEPTEMBER 9 - 21, 2026

Num Date Name Paid Amount

28984 09/18/2026 Stiffler, McGraw & Associates
TOTAL -1,020.00

 
28985 09/18/2026 Stiffler, McGraw & Associates

TOTAL -1,106.25
 

28986 09/18/2026 Tribune Democrat
TOTAL -148.50

 
28987 09/18/2026 Unifirst

TOTAL -93.06
 

28988 09/18/2026 Wessel & Company
TOTAL -3,485.00

TOTAL -13,160.51
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  PORTAGE BOROUGH
 BILLS TO BE PAID

 SEPTEMBER 9 - 21, 2026

Num Date Name Paid Amount
 

ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec 100009896240
TOTAL -56.47
 

ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec 100010783858
TOTAL -589.64
 

ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec 100077894028
TOTAL -49.37
 

ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec 100147889966
TOTAL -79.52
 

ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec 100147889982
TOTAL -163.17
 

ACH 09/11/2026 Penelec100147889974
TOTAL -113.49

TOTAL -1,051.66

 LIQUID FUELS  Page 1 of 1
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