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 PORTAGE BOROUGH COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

Portage Borough Council Chambers 
721 Main Street, Portage PA  

6:30 pm 
April 6, 2026 

Regular Meeting 
 

Please make sure to silence your cell phones during the meeting 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Roll call and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Motion to Enter into Executive Session 
 
Portage Borough Council will hold an Executive Session to discuss personnel 
matters regarding the Borough Secretary and Deputy Director of Public Works and 
for a current litigation update regarding Cambria County Case No. 2025-4778, as 
permitted under Section 708(a)(1) and Section 708(a)(4) of the Pennsylvania 
Sunshine Act (65 Pa. C.S. § 708). 
 
Motion to exit Executive Session 
 
Are there any items to take action and vote upon from Executive Session?  
 
3. REPORTS  
 

a) Borough Manager - attached       
b) Solicitor – No written report for this meeting    
c) Police Chief - attached 
d) Engineer – attached  
e) Public Works Director - attached 
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4.  CORRESPONDENCE  
       
EADS group Project Letter – Rehabilitate 27,000 ft. of sanitary sewer mainline, 
laterals, and appurtenances in Ward 2. Letter Attached.  
 
Audit Engagement Letter – As mandated by 72 P.S. Section 403 of the Fiscal Code, 
a compliance audit of the Borough of Portage’s Liquid fuels Tax Fund, is required 
to be done for January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2024. This letter is being 
distributed to Council per the Fiscal Code requirements.  
 
5.  CITIZENS INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
        A period of not more than five (5) minutes will be allowed per visitor. 
 
 
6.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

Minutes from the March 16, 2026 Council meeting were distributed prior to 
the meeting. 
 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes from March 16, 2026 meeting as 
presented. 

      
     Moved__________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT AND BILLS TO BE PAID 
 
Treasurers Report – March 17 – April 6, 2026: 
 
Tax Collector-Real Estate    $   54,912.54 
Delinquent Real Estate  $      1,521.60 
Special Tax Collector-EIT/LST $ 
Meter Collection     $          218.88     
Permits/Licenses/Cable  $          205.00         
Fines, Forfeitures     $      1,098.40  
Intergovernmental/Misc  $      4,742.61 
Charge for Services   $   
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Sanitation    $   55,880.82  
Total Revenue:     $118,579.85  
 

8. MOTIONS 
 
a) A Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented 
 
    Moved_______________ Seconded ______ Aff____ Nay____  Abs:_____  

 
b) A motion to approve the list of bills to be paid in the amount of $23,749.00.  (A 

list of bills to be paid was presented, which were distributed prior to the 
meeting.)  

 
    Moved_____________ Seconded ______ Aff____ Nay____  Abs:_____  

 
c) A motion to accept the minutes of the Cambria County Building Code 

Enforcement Agency Executive Board minutes of March 11, 2026 as 
presented. 

 
    Moved_____________ Seconded ______ Aff____ Nay____  Abs:_____  
 

d) Motion Deputy Director of Public Works  
 

A Motion to approve the job description for the position of Deputy Director of 
Public Works as presented. This position is established as a Non-Exempt role 
under the FLSA, responsible for assisting the Public Works Director in the daily 
supervision of laborers, equipment operation, and the maintenance of 
Borough facilities and infrastructure. 
 
Moved_____________ Seconded ______ Aff____ Nay____  Abs:_____ 
 

e) Motion Appointment and Compensation for Deputy Director of PW 
 

A Motion to appoint Logan Cadwallader to the position of Deputy Director of 
Public Works, effective immediately. Compensation for this position shall be 
set at a rate of $19.50 per hour. This appointment is subject to a standard forty 
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(40) hour work week and the requirement for emergency call-outs as outlined 
in the departmental standards. 
 
Moved_____________ Seconded ______ Aff____ Nay____  Abs:_____ 
 

f) Motion Fire Hydrant Fees 
 
A Motion to approve the payment of the fire hydrant fees to the Water Authority 
in the amount of $13,162.68 and recognizing that the Borough is dutifully 
paying this amount in good faith that the Portage Water Authority will maintain 
the fire hydrants to ensure the safety of our residents.  
  
Moved___________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
 

g) Motion Change Order Request  
 

A Motion to approve the change order request from Brian Shura of Stiffler & 
McGraw for the Pedestrian Corridor Enhancements – Remaining Phases 
project in the amount of $4,876.00. 
 
This motion specifically pertains to Phase 4 (Johnson Ave. and Crichton-
McCormick Park) and authorizes the contractor to purchase and install glare 
shields on the park lights and install a timer on the controls. The original price 
was $179,375.74. The new price is $184,251.74.  
 
Moved_____________ Seconded ______ Aff____ Nay____  Abs:_____ 
 

h) Motion Condemnation of Remaining Easement 
 

A Motion to authorize the condemnation of the remaining easement required 
for Phase 5 of the Pedestrian Corridor Enhancements project, provided that all 
necessary legal documents are prepared and finalized by the Borough 
Solicitor. 
 
Moved___________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
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i) Motion Authorize to Advertise for Bidding 
 
A Motion to authorize the Borough Manager to advertise for bids for the Phase 5 
project, contingent upon the completion of all required preparatory 
documents and regulatory approvals. 
 
Moved___________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
 

j) Motion Summerfest 
 

A Motion to approve the donation of $500.00 to the Summerfest event taking 
place at Crichton McCormick Park on August 7th – 9th, 2026.  
 
Moved___________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
 
k) Motion Borough Secretary 

 
A Motion to discuss and potentially take action on the Borough Secretary 
Position to hire Jessi Carney at a rate of $18.00 an hour for 30 hours per week. 
Hours will be Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  
Moved___________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
 
l) Motion to approve Initiation of Litigation (October 20, 2025) 

  
A Motion to approve the decision from executive session held on October 20, 
2025, to authorize Solicitor Michael Emerick to initiate civil litigation and file a Writ 
of Summons on behalf of the Borough of Portage and Chief of Police David 
Rosamilia against the moderators of the Facebook group 'Living in Portage PA' and 
'GrayElephant' regarding defamatory statements posted by 'GrayElephant' alleging 
Chief of Police David Rosamilia was caught with an underage girl, docketed under 
Cambria County Case No. 2025-4778. 
  

Moved___________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
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m) Motion to approve discontinuance of Litigation (February 17, 2026) 
  

A Motion to approve the decision from executive session held on February 17, 
2026, to authorize Solicitor Michael Emerick to file a Praecipe to Settle, 
Discontinue, and End the civil matter docketed with Cambria County Case No. 
2025-4778, effectively withdrawing the complaint and terminating the action. 
 

Moved___________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
 

n) Fence Variance Request Public Hearing – Billings (904 Gillespie Ave.) 
 
A motion to approve the scheduling of a public hearing for April 20th, 2026 at 6:00 
pm to be held in the Portage Borough Council Chambers.  
 
Currently a 4ft. fence wants to replace an old fence from 1994 to be a 6ft.  
 

Moved___________ Seconded __________ Aff____ Nay____ Abs: _____ 
 

o)  Fence Variance Public Hearing  – Rummel (622 Orchard Street) 
 
A motion to approve the scheduling of a public hearing for April 20th, 2026 at 6:15 
pm to be held in the Portage Borough Council Chambers.  
 
9. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
              
              c). Discussion and update on Portage Borough litigation.  

 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

a) Borough building roof – no response to counteroffer. New Solicitor’s firm is 
reviewing and will provide an update.   

 
b) Parking behind Borough building. Letters to residents/business owners went 

out April 1, 2026. A period for feedback/comment will be given before starting 
the process to update the ordinance.   

 
c) Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement will be on the April 20th agenda.  
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Buildings/Facilities 

 
a) No new updates since March 16, 2026. Gabriel Fera PC (Solicitor) is 

currently reviewing all of the current building and facility information. The 
April 20, 2026 agenda will have updated information.  

 
10. NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a) Discussion on Ordinance No. 5-2024, Street Excavation Ordinance. 
 
Proposed Enhancement: Seasonal Work Restriction 
 
To further protect the Borough’s infrastructure and operational efficiency, it is 
recommended to introduce a Seasonal Moratorium on Non-Emergency Street 
Excavations. 
 
Proposed Restriction Period: December 1st to March 15th. 
 
Justification for the Amendment 
 

1. Material Integrity and Bonding: During the winter months, the use of "cold 
patch" or temporary bituminous mixtures is often the only option because 
hot-mix asphalt plants are typically closed. These temporary materials 
frequently fail to "stick" or bond properly to the frozen or damp edges of a 
street cut. This leads to rapid deterioration, potholes, and hazardous 
"sinking" of the excavation area. 
 

2. Snow Removal and Public Safety: 
 
Improperly cured or failing temporary patches create significant obstacles for the 
Public Works Department during snow-plowing operations. 
 

o Equipment Damage: Uneven surfaces or loose patch material can 
catch plow blades, causing damage to Borough equipment. 

o Plow Efficiency: Patches that have heaved or recessed prevent a 
"clean scrape," leaving behind ice and snow that endangers motorists. 
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o Berm Maintenance: The ordinance currently requires berm restoration 
with the same type of material as previous conditions; however, frozen 
ground makes proper compaction of these materials nearly 
impossible. 
 

3. Financial Risk and Administrative Burden: Under current rules, the Borough 
may repair unsatisfactory work and charge the applicant the cost plus a 20% 
penalty. However, frequent winter failures increase the administrative 
burden of constant inspections and the operational strain of performing 
emergency repairs when a contractor’s temporary fix fails during a storm. 

 
11. CITIZENS INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
   A period of not more than five (5) minutes will be allowed per visitor. 

 
12. GOOD OF THE BOROUGH: 
 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
      Moved_______________ Seconded ______ Aff____ Nay____  Abs:_____ 
 
      Adjourned at _________PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

 

 
Dr. Makayla (MK) Zonfrilli-Lang  
Borough Manager 
Portage Borough 
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JOIN US ON FACEBOOK LIVE & THROUGH MICROSOFT TEAMS 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join: 
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/28790424699934?p=Cd4EgISDtq9gr4rT7U  

Meeting ID: 287 904 246 999 34  

Passcode: PN7Zb9Am  

  
 

Facebook Live Stream Event 
 

 
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/3224822641054194/?acontext=%7B%22event
_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%
22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7
D  

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/28790424699934?p=Cd4EgISDtq9gr4rT7U
https://www.facebook.com/events/3224822641054194/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/3224822641054194/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/3224822641054194/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/3224822641054194/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/3224822641054194/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
























































































































140 East Carroll Street PO Box 375 Carrolltown, PA 15722 

 

Cambria County Building Code Enforcement Agency d/b/a Laurel Municipal Inspection Agency 

Phone: (814) 471-0424                                                  Fax: (814) 471-6801               LMIApropertymaintenance@Gmail.com 

 Portage Borough        Total Open Cases: 5 
 

 

 

The above listed properties are open cases for the month of April. 

Note: Cases can sometimes be on hold when filing charges and may take a longer time than expected. If you have any 

questions or concerns feel free to contact the office. 

 

 Elizabeth Shaffer 
CCBCEA Property Maintenance Administrator 

Date Opened Address Property Owner Status 
1/21/2025 519 Orchard Street(Interior) Shaheed Hoosain Interior repairs are still 

being done.  
12/18/2024 730 Sherman Street Adam & Kenneth Plummer Started work on roof, I called 

to ask if he continued since 
he was stopped and he didn’t 
answer or call me back.  

11/5/2024 817-819 Jefferson Avenue Harry L Plummer Need to follow up, does 
borough want charges filed? 

4/28/2025 1106 Caldwell Avenue Christie Plummer Need to follow up, does 
borough want charges filed? 

8/18/2025 825 Farren Street Jason Spaid COURT SCHEDULED 
5/4//2026. In process of 
demolishing the house, he 
claims they will be done in a 
couple weeks. 

Property Maintenance Report 
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