PORTAGE BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Monday, November 24, 2025
Special Meeting for General Purposes

1. ROLL CALL:
Roll call and Pledge of Allegiance.

2. MANAGER'S REPORT:
No reports.

3. CORRESPONDENCE:
Thank you note from Portage Winterfest for Council's donation.

4. CITIZENS INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS.
A period of not more than five (5) minutes will be allowed per visitor.

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Minutes of the October 20, 2025 Committee of the Whole meeting were distributed prior to the

meeting.
MOTION: That the minutes of the October 20, 2025 Meeting of the Whole be approved.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs

6. BILLS AND TREASURER'S REPORT:
Ms. Holland presented a list of bills to be paid, and additional bills to be paid which were
distributed prior to the meeting.

MOTION: To approve the list of bills fo be paid, as written by Ms. Holland, in the amount of
$23,417.55 and additional bills to be paid in the amount of $1,618.80. Hydrant amount has not
been updated and remains at $13,162.68. This number is not included in the bills to be paid and

will not be paid.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs
Treasurers Report:
Tax Collector-Real Estate $ 10,433.04 Local Enabling Tax $
Miscellaneous $ Permits/Licenses/Cable $10,349.35
Fines, Forfeitures $ Intergovernmental $ 389.00
Charge for Services $ Sanitation $

Total Revenue: $21,171.39

MOTION: That the Treasurer's report be accepted as presented.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs

7. REPORTS:
No reports.



8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.

Update on the Parks and Recreation Director position - An advertisement had been posted on
Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society's web site (PRPS), which remained there until
September 30, 2025. No applications have been received. No change in status.
Borough building roof - this was covered in Attorney Emerick's 2025 report. An executive session
regarding litigation was held in this regard on July 14, 2025. Attorney Emerick said that there
has been no response to our counteroffer.
Update on 2021 PennDot MTF grant for phase 5 Sidewalk Replacement. Continues to be in the
engineering and design phase. This is covered in Mr. Shura's report.
Update on the Sonman Ave Bridge 12 Year Plan - survey submitted - the Planning Commission is
reviewing the project. No update.
Update on 2023 CFA MTF Phase 4 lighting grant - design is complete. Work on the project has
started.
Update on 2023 PennDot MTF Grant for Phase 5 Sidewalk Lighting - currently in engineering and
design stages.
Update on Portage Municipal Authority regarding hydrant fees and maintenance - being handled
by Attorney Emerick. Executive session took place at the June 2, 2025 regular council meeting.
This is covered in Attorney Emerick's report. No update and nothing from their solicitor.
Update on the Waterline Project for the Portage Municipal Authority - revisions were made to
the design plans by The EADS Group, which were received by Mr. Shura. The revised plans were
reviewed. Waiting for conditions proposed in review letter to be met. No updates.
Update on LSA Grant for license readers for the Police Department - waiting to hear on funding,
which could take up to a year. Additional details were needed. No update.
Blair Street truck restrictions: Cost estimate was provided by Mr. Shura in the amount of
$2,500. This is not a budgeted item and will have to be put into next year's budget.
Continued discussion regarding a proposed ordinance amending Chapter 13 to add part 5 which will
require all businesses to be registered with the Borough. This is being handled by Attorney
Emerick, and he presented council with drafts of both the proposed ordinance and business
registrations application for new businesses at the October 6, 2025 council meeting.
MOTION: To approve the ordinance as presented by Attorney Emerick amending Chapter
13 to add part 5, which will require all businesses to be registered with the Borough.

Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs
MOTION: To approve the Business Registration Application as presented by Attorney
Emerick.

Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs

9. BUILDINGS:

A.
B.

Update on 933 Sonman Avenue (Mark Greenwalt) - no update.

Update on 406 Caldwell Ave (Barclay/Ford) - Civil action being taken. Attorney Emerick put Mary
Ford on as a defendant and is awaiting hearing dates. Notice of judgement transferred to new
property owner. This is covered in Attorney Emerick's report.

Update on 909/911 Jefferson Avenue (Nicholson) - Mr. Nicholson's appeal was dismissed by the
Superior Court, and the lower court judgement stands. At the contempt hearing, the judge gave
Mr. Nicholson a $5,000 fine, plus $100 a day. He has thirty days to comply. As the structure
continues to deteriorate, we are speculating problems with the 911 Jefferson side. If council
decides to move forward, an engineering study would need to be done on 911 Jefferson also.



D. Update on 718 Prospect (Sims) - Attorney Emerick followed up with the Recorder’s office, and
they have no record of this property being transferred and is still listed as being owned by Mr.
Sims. Service of complaint has been completed - no responsive pleading filed as of the date of
the September 2, 2025 meeting and a ten-day notice of default will be sent to the defendant.
Attorney Emerick is going to check again with the Recorder's office to see if it has been
transferred to a new owner. This is covered in Attorney Emerick's report.

E. Update on 705 Cambria Street (Ingleton) - Mr. Koban looked at it and it is not rapidly
deteriorating since the roof has been secured. Mr. Koban asked council if they wish to remove
this item from the agenda, and Mr. Slebodnick said he would like to leave it on.

F. Update on 817/819 Jefferson Avenue (Plummer) submitted fo LMIA. Nothing has been done. This
is in LMIA's report. Council approved turning this over to LMIA.

6. Update on 730 Sherman (Plummer) - The property owner is making payments on his fine. Mr.
Koban stated that Mr. Plummer seems to be attempting to make repairs on his property. Mayor
Fox requested that we keep track of work that is done to ensure that repairs are being made on a
timely basis.

H. Update on 519 Orchard Street (Owens) - this property has been sold. Mr. Owens went to the
hearing that was scheduled, and LIMA was there on May 1, 2025, and the judge continued it
based on the property being for sale. LMIA said that it is fine that the property changes hands
to the new owner, and obviously they will assume any of the garbage and the issues that LMIA
outlined. Mr. Koban asked Chief Rosamilia what to do next, and he stated that he was unable to
see inside. Mr. Koban has been back and forth with LMIA. Neighbors are fine with the exterior
of the property. No complaints. Grass is being cut.

I. Update on 1106 Caldwell Avenue (Plummer) - LMIA sent property maintenance complaint to the
owner regarding trash accumulation. According to LMIA, Miss Plummer called the week of June
16, 2025. She is starting to get garbage taken again and working on the pile slowly.

J. 825 Farren Street (Spaid) - Building is considered dilapidated/dangerous. A complaint was sent
to LMIA and they inspected the property and sent a letter to the owner; however, this was not
the correct address. Ms. Holland contacted LMIA and gave them the correct address for this
property owner and they will send the complaint to that address. No update. There was no
response. We will move forward and press charges.

10. NEW BUSINESS
A. To retain Mrs. Stephanie Gallo to work with Ms. Holland to reconcile revenue and expenses as
per the agreement provided.

MOTION: Approval to retain Mrs. Stephanie Gallo to work with Ms. Holland fo reconcile
the Borough's revenue and expenses as per the service agreement provided.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs

B. Approve advertisement of the boards and commissions that are ending on December 31, 2025.
MOTION: To approve advertisement of the boards and commissions whose terms are
expiring on December 31, 2025 as follows:
Planning Commission
Five Year Term - (Mark Slebodnick) 2026 through 2030.
Five Year Term - (Currently Vacant) 2022 through 2026.
Five Year Term - (Currently Vacant) 2025 through 2029.

Portage Area Joint Parks and Recreation Commission
Three Year Term - (George Wozniak) 2026 through 2028.




Portage Sewer Authority
Five Year Term - (Don Squillario) 2026 through 2030.

Portage Municipal Water Authority
Four Year Term - (Scott Yetsko) 2026-2029.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs

C. Resolution 13-2025 to redeem a CD and purchase a new one that is maturing.
MOTION: Review and approval to redeem a maturing CD and purchase a new one with
1st Summit Bank in the amount of $31,042.50 at an interest rate of 3.50% for an 18-

month term.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay __ Abs
D. Approval of advertisement for letters of interest for engineering services for Portage
Borough.
MOTION: Approval of advertising letters of interest for engineering services for Portage
Borough.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay _____ Abs

E. Approval of advertising letters of interest for solicitor services for Portage Borough.
MOTION: Approval of advertising letters of interest for solicitor services for Portage
Borough.

Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs
F. Request from Portage Area Historical Society for a sign variance for a mural next to the
Society's building.
MOTION: To approve the advertisement of a public hearing for the Portage Area
Historical Society for a sign variance: 16'x32" mural.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay _____ Abs
G. Approval of advertising a special Portage Borough Council meeting for the purpose of
reviewing the Portage Borough 2026 proposed budget and general business, per council choice
on either December 10, 2025 or December 11, 2025 in council chambers.
MOTION: To approve advertising a special Portage Borough Council meeting for the
purpose of reviewing the Portage Borough 2026 proposed budget, per council choice on
either December 10, 2025 or December 11, 2025, in council chambers.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay _____ Abs
H. Approval to adopt resolution 12-2025.
MOTION: To adopt Resolution 12-2025 to approve the application for a Local Share
Account (LSA) Statewide Program grant from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to
be used for the Street Sweeper Purchase.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs
I. Authorization allowing the solicitor to file a complaint at the Court of Common Pleas of
Cambria County.
MOTION: Authorizing the Solicitor to file a Complaint at the Court of Common Pleas of
Cambria County, case No.: 2025-4778.
Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs

11. CITIZENS INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:
A period of not more than five (5) minutes will be allowed per visitor.



12. GOOD OF THE BOROUGH:

ADJOURNMENT:

Moved Seconded Aff Nay Abs

Adjourned at PM



